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Social Prescribing during COVID 19 
outbreak



Croydon Link Worker Forum

• Peer support initiated in January 2020

• Relationship building with other agencies incl:

 BME Forum

 Croydon Covid-19 Mutual Aid

 Resident Associations

 Age UK Croydon- PICs

 NHS England

 Bromley by Bow

 London Southbank University School of Health &   
Social Care

 National Academy of Social Prescribing

 London Plus



"Croydon-wide, I have been very impressed by 
the weekly, now fortnightly zoom call that CVA 
have organised. It has been a really good 
opportunity to bring everyone together, to 
share key info, case studies and lessons 
learnt. As it has now become a fortnightly 
session I hope it will continue to develop. There 
is so much amazing work going on, Practices, 
PCNs, LW, and the army of volunteers. That, 
from my perspective, has been the most positive 
outcome of the awful Covid situation. I hope that 
this is the beginning of effective cross-
organisation working".
Alison Lawton, SP Lead for GP Collaborative



One Croydon Social Prescribing 
Training Programme
• Croydon Context & training needs analysis

• Housing- Council, Law Centre & EPP

• Partnership working through Covid-19- Mutual Aid, Age 
UK Croydon, CNCA & Council

• Benefit & Debit Advice- Citizens Advice & Gateway

• Macmillan Cancer Support on living with cancer

• Mental Health- Mind in Croydon & Centre for Change

• Domestic Abuse- Family Justice Centre

• Understanding & Responding to Sexual Violence- Rape 
& Sexual Assault Centre

• Bereavement & After Care- Rowland Brothers 
Foundation



Partnership through Covid-19 





More Integrated Framework



Croydon Food Bank map



April- June Community Hub 



Referrals received



An asset-based focus to SP







Parade of Nations- New Addington



Parade of Nations- New Addington



Parade of Nations- New Addington



From emergency to Prevention:

New Community Partnership Tackling 
Health Inequalities

• ‘Re-think’ on how local people are supported

• Local Govt. funding= grass roots groups at risk

• Funding for acute services to prevention 

• Need to mainstream VCS budgets

• Emphasis on health inequalities, worklessness and 
reskilling people to find long-term solutions


